Il6                            LORD   CARSON
Surely the Muse of History must have laughed up her
sleeve : the irony of this is deep ; for Carson, who was up-
holding the dignity of His Excellency, was one day to defy
the authority of his successor, not by words, but by 100,000
armed men ; and the insolent young legal critic of the Mar-
quess of Londonderry was one day to step into his shoes as
the <c Representative of His Majesty " in Ireland as first
Governor-General of the Irish Free State !
In opening the defence, Mr. Healy announced that he
would call every single man, woman, and child, who had
attended the meeting, several thousands strong if necessary,
to prove that the meeting was not officially that of the
National League ; and at once he began to play this game of
solemn farce, which he, with his training of Parliamentary
obstruction under Parnell, was well qualified to do : his
purpose was mere obstruction and to keep Mr. O'Brien,
who was on bail, out of prison as long as possible, Carson
cross-examined a few witnesses till he saw that Healy in-
tended to be as good as his word. " Go on producing your
witnesses," he said wearily* The magistrate tried to rule the
procession of witnesses out as irrelevant repetition, but in
vain : for thick and fast they came, in seemingly inexhaustible
supply. The case might thus have dragged on for weeks if,
on the third or fourth day, the depositions and all the official
documents in the case had not been stolen while in the
custody of the Court. The whole case had to begin wearily
afresh ; Carson asked that the loss of the depositions should
be strictly proved, but the magistrates said that was unneces-
sary. Tim Healy was delighted at this, because he knew that
there would be a Bull point in the appeal before the Chief
Baron, as indeed it proved : O'Brien called no witness for
the defence, as he had a political engagement at Mitchels-
town and wished to be released on bail pending the appeal!
Eventually the Chief Baron quashed the conviction on the
ground that the loss of the depositions had not been strictly
proved, and sent the case back to the magistrates to be tried a
third time ! A year later Carson and Healy again faced each
other in another William O'Brien case at Tralee. This
time Healy was not so calm ; he refused to give in his